October 27, 2019
Sundays 9:00 am                                                                     WKYT     Channel 27-2
It is requested that all children under the age of five stay in our nursery
so there will be no distractions during the preaching of the Gospel.

HYMN
To Him that chose us first
Before the world began
To Him that bore the curse
To save rebellious man
To Him that form’d our hearts anew
Is endless praise and glory due.  (Repeat)

The Father’s love shall run
Through our immortal songs
We bring to God the Son
Hosannas on our tongues
Our lips address the Spirit’s Name
With equal praise, and zeal the same. (Repeat)

Let every saint above
And angel round the throne
Forever bless and love
The sacred Three in One
Thus heaven shall raise His honors high
When earth and time grow old and die. (Repeat)

(Tune: “Arise, My soul Arise”)

*****

The preacher’s class will meet on Saturday, Nov. 9that 10:00am.  All men are invited to attend.


Birthdays
27th– Mark Mohr               27th– Aaron Warta                 28th– Drew Charron
[bookmark: _GoBack]28th– Emma Steeves         30th– Tucker Greenleaf         1st– Charles McGuire

“There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death.”                                                         - Proverbs 14:12
AM OR WAS?
“Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the chief” (I Tim. 1:15).  What if Paul said, “Of whom I was the chief, but since God saved me, by His grace I have progressively become more holy and less sinful! Through Bible study, prayer and self-denial I have become more conformed to the image of Christ and less sinful than I formerly was.”  If that were his words, I would be forced to conclude that I am not saved. I cannot honestly say that is my experience!  Thank God Paul did not say, “of whom I was” but, “of whom I am the chief” – present tense!  This enables me to put myself in the group that Christ came to save!  That lets me know not to look to myself, and find assurance from the progress I am making.  If I am presently the chief of sinners, I have nowhere else to look but to Christ!


*****

SOME THOUGHTS ON CRITICISM
We have all been guilty of being too critical toward others and we have all experienced the fires of criticism leveled against us. Here are some thoughts concerning being critical and being criticized.
Regarding being critical, may we always remember that what we criticize others for we are guilty of ourselves (Romans 2:1)!   Also remember, “With the same measure you meter withal it shall be measured to you again” (Luke 6:38)…you will be criticized in the same proportion that you criticize.  Even if we have good reason to be critical, there is a desire in our criticism to make our own candle shine brighter by exposing the dimness of others. I wonder how much criticism would escape our lips if we thought of these things.
Regarding being criticized, there is an element of truth in all criticism leveled against us (and sometimes they are grossly understated).  May God give us grace to receive the criticism and improve our character.  Yes, criticism hurts, but do not be too hurt.  Remember all that matters is what God sees.  In the grand scheme of things, it does not matter all that much what men think of you. Paul said to the Corinthians,  “It is a very small thing that I should be judged of you, or of man’s judgment” (I Corinthians 4:3).  And do not hold a grudge against the one who has criticized you.  “Take heed unto all words that are spoken; lest thou hear thy servant curse thee: for often times also thine own heart knoweth that thou thyself likewise hast cursed others” (Ecc. 7:21-22).  May we be harder on ourselves than we are on others, and may we profit from the criticism that is made toward us. Criticism can be constructive!

The doctrines of the Gospel, commonly known as the doctrines of grace, are distinguished for this peculiarity above every other, namely, that they sink the creature very low, and present the Lord Jehovah before us as sitting on a Throne, high and lifted up.  So true is this, that the most uneducated Christian may, even if he is incapable of refuting an erroneous discourse, always be able to discover the untruthfulness if it glorifies man at the expense of God.  The merest babe of grace may carry this test with him.  In the midst of the diversity of opinion which he is surrounded, he may always judge, and judge infallibly too, of the truth or falsehood of a doctrine by testing it thus – DOES IT GLOIFY GOD?  If it be so it is true.  Does this exalt man?  Then it must be false.  On the other hand, does it lay man very low, and speak of him in terms which tend to make him feel his guilt?  Then doubtless, it is full of truth. And does it put the crown upon the head of God, and not upon the head of man’s free will, or free agency, or good works? Then assuredly it is a doctrine according to godliness, for it is the very truth of the Lord our God.                                                           - Charles Spurgeon

*****
The most humbling and challenging thing that I face…the great concern of my heart….is that my generation experience a return to the preaching of the Gospel of God’s grace.  This generation is plagued with a gospel of works and are strangers to the Gospel of redemption.  I want a return to the message that takes away all of the glory and dignity of the flesh and proclaims the redemptive glory of Christ.  The results of this message will be a sense of the awesome holiness of God, the inability and sinfulness of the flesh, and the total sufficiency of the Person and work of Christ.  Perhaps once again we will hear men and women cry…. “Depths of mercy can there be, mercy still reserved for me? Can my God His wrath forbear, and me, the chief of sinners, spare?”                                                - Henry Mahan

*****
For every pain we must bear, for every sorrow, every care,
There is a reason!
For every falsehood that is said, for every tear that is shed
There is a reason!
Fore very grief, for every trial, for every weary lonely mile
There is a reason!
For we will trust God as we should
All this will work together for our good
Because our God is the reason!
(Romans 8:28-39)
- Anon











